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BERING SEA HERRING FISHERIES

Table 1 shows Soviet herring catches made in the North Pacific north of 40°N
for 1964-70. TUnfortunately the Bering Sea portion of this harvest was not
available.

Tables 2 and 3 show Bering Sea catches made by Japan for 1964-69 and by the
U.S. for 1964-71 respectively. There is no record of any recent U.S. Bering Sea
fishery located west of Bristol Bay.

Table 4 shows annual Japanese Bering Sea catches by type of gear.
Figures 1-6 present annual Japanese Bering Sea catches by 1/2 x 1 degree areas.

Figures 7-9 show the Japanese Bering Sea catch for 1969 by calendar year quarters
which was very similar to that for 1968.

Figures 10-11 show the major herring concentrations in the eastern Bering
Sea based on Soviet studies made during 1959-61.

Finally, a copy of the Soviet report regarding these 1959-61 studies is enclosed.
Major conclusions drawn from this material are:

1., U.S, commercial catches in the Bering Sea are insignificant compared
to catches made by foreign nations,

2. Recent Japanese catches and earlier Soviet studies indicate that a
large winter concentration of herring exists in the Bering Sea, just
northwest of the Pribilof Islands. The Soviet study concluded that
these stocks spawned adjacent to the western Alaska shoreline (Alaska
Peninsula, Kuskokwim Bay and Nunivak were specifically mentioned).

3. Beginning in 1968, the vast majority of the Japanese Bering Sea catch
has been made east of 175°W, especially in the Pribilof area. Prior
to 1968 the greatest catches were made in the western Bering Sea near
the Kamchatka Peninsula,

4, Reasons for the sudden change in the Japanese catch-effort pattern
is not clear but may involve: (a) decline in abundance of Kamchatka
stocks (b) catch restrictions imposed by the Soviets,

Also, important information regarding herring utilization throughout the North
Pacific (including Bering Sea) is still lacking. Further information should

be obtained re delineation of harvest by specific catch areas for the entire
Soviet fishery and the Japanese fishery south of the Bering Sea. It is espe-

cially important to obtain Soviet Bering Sea catch information to determine
implications of foreign fisheries upon western Alaska herring stocks.









Table 3.

Alaskan Herring Catches from Coastal Bering Sea Waters,

1964-1971.

Togiak (Bristol Bay)

Year Round wt., in lbs. (females only) Roe on Kelp in 1lbs.
1967 268,902/
1968 181, 7652/ 54,600
-

2/ 5
1969 94,481% 10,166
1970 55,1952/ 38, 855
1971 51,795
Totals 600,343 (300.2 tons)/ 155,350 (77.7 tons)

Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim
Round wt. in 1bs. (males and females)

1964-1965 66,000
1969 4,000
1970 40,000
1971 40,000
Totals 150,000 (75.0 tons)
1/ Gill net.

2/ Gill net and purse seine.

3/ Estimate ahout 600 tons caught, males included.



Table 4. Japanese Bering Sea Herring Catches by Gear, in Metric Tons, 1964-1969.
Number (Percent)
Stern Trawl Stern Trawl Side Trawl Side Trawl Danish Seine Pair Trawl

Year Shrimp Nets Fish Nets Gillnets Fish Nets Shrimp Nets Fish Nets Fish Nets Total
1964 41,597 822 40 42,459
(98.0) (1.9) (0.1) (100.0)
1965 34,659 624 272 35,555
(97.5) a.7) (0.8) (100.0)
1966 24,118 2,974 411 27,503
(87.7) (10.8) (1.5) (100.0)
1967 175 30,170 2,492 23 2 19 32,881
(0.5) (91.8) (7.6) ++) ++) +) (100.0)
1968 607 32,345 2,526 4,384 63 150 40,075
(1.5) (80.7) (6.3) (10.9) (0.2) 0.4) (100.0)
1969 545 21,220 2,603 740 23 25,131
(2.2) (84.4) (10.4) (2.9) (0.1) (100.0)

203,604 tons




Figure 1. Japanese Bering Sea .erring Catch, 1964,
(metric tons}
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Figure 3. Japanese Bering Sea H. ring Catch, [966.
(metric tons)
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Figure 4. Japanese Bering Sea ! -ing Catch, 1967
(mefric Tons)
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Figure 5.

Japanese Bering Sea h
{metric fons)

ing Catch,

1968
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Figure 6. japanese Bering Sea | .~ing Catch, 1969.
{metric tons) |
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Figure 7. Japanese Bering Sea Herring Catch, January-March !969.
Quarter [ In metric tons.
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Figure 8. Japanese Bering Sea Herring Catch, April--June 1969.
Quarter 2 in metric tons
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Figu;:é 9. Japanese Bering Sea Herri Ca‘r'ch, J‘uly—SepTember 1969.
' Quarter 3 In metric tons.
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Figure 10. Soviet Bering Sea Herring Studies, 1959-1961.
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Figure 11, Soviet Bering Sea Herrin: sfudies,.959-1961.
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